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Joux v. part of ver. 16. There is a Sin unto Death. 


HLS fin which St. John calls here, The ſin 
- © unto death,? is the unpardonable fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, deſcribed by our bleſſed Saviour, 
Matth. xii. 32. That whoſoever commits it hath no 
forgiveneſs, neither in this world, nor in the world 
to come. For, All manner of ſin and blaſphemy, 


fhall be forgiven unto men; but the blaſphemy againſt 


the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven unto men. And 
he that ſpeaketh a. word againſt the Son it ſhall be 
forgiven him; but whoſcever ſpeaks againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt, ſhall never be forgiven, neither in this world, 


nor in the world to conie. This fin againſt the Holy 


- Ghoſt, is that ſin which St. John calls here, The ſin 
. © unto death.“ Not becauſe that ſin deſerves death a- 


lone, for ſo does all fin deſerve death, both tempo- 


ral and eternal, for the wages of fin, even all fin, is 


death, Rom. vi. 23. But this ſin againſt the Holy 


- Ghoſt is called © The ſin unto death,“ becauſe it binds 
à man over to eternal death without any poſlibility 


of recovery. Now ſome there are, that go on from 


one degree of fin to ano ey heighten and ag- 
ne deg ue they heighten and og 
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brought to that height at laſt, as to commit that fig 
for which there is no forgiveneſs; — I 
There is no mere man ſince the fall can live with- 


out ſin, for all are ſinners; but yet there are degrees 


of fin: ſome fins in their own nature are ſmall, a- 
thers are more great and hainous. Many fins there 


are that are great, yet pardonable, and one ſin there 


js, unpardonable; and whofoever commits that one 


fin hall have no forgiveneſs, but muſt for ever bear 


the weight and puniſhment both of that, and of all 
his other fins There is ſuch a ſin as St. Jbn ſpeaks 


of here in ny text, that is, a fin unto death.” Ad 

now I come to the explication of the words, from 

whence | ſhall raiſe this point of doctrine. | 
Det) That amongſt all the fins committed by 


fallen mankind, there is only one (in, that is a % 


* unto death, and whoſoever committeth that, he 
* bath no forgivenels, neither in this world, nor in 


© the world to come.“ 


Now for my further proceeding on this dates, 


1 ſhall lay open to you, 
Fir/t, What the ſin unto death” is. 
Secondly, That all other fins, how great and hai. 
nous foever, may be forgiven, —_ 


Thirdly, That this fin alone ſhalſ never be forgi- 
ven. 


Foeurthly, The reaſon why this fin alone is un- 
pardonable. And then, 


Laſtly, I ſhall conclude all with a few words of 


application. 
{ ſhall begin firſt with the deſcription of this un- 
)ardonadble ſin ; where I thall endeavour.to make as. 


plain 2 deſcription of it as poſſible F can; and in do- 


ing of it, I ſhall, 1. Skew you negatively, what is 


not this ſin. 2. I "(hall ſhew you politively what it is. 

I. Uchall ſhew you negatively, what is not the fin 

dare geath; or in what degree a man may fin, and 
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4 _Of the Una nable Sin 

| yet not commit that unpardonable ſin againſt the 

3 I. It is not every quenching of the motions of the 
Spirit that isthis ſin, It is true, when the Holy Ghoſt 

comes with a (till voice, and knocks at the door of 1 
ſinners hearts for entrance, he often comes and ſtrives 3 
with them, and ſecretly wooes and beſecchesthem to 

7 leave their ſins and be converted; yet they quench 

. and ſtifle all his motions, and bear up their hearts a- 


-gainſt him, and will not be obedient to the heavenly 5 
calls: now ſuch, ſin grievouſly againſt the Holy # Lb 
Ghoſt; but yet this alone is not the unpardonable 33 


ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, for many that have 
ſtood it out a long time, and have often quench- 
ed and grieved the Holy Spirit, yet at laſt they 
In been wrought upon unto ſincere: conver- 5g 
2. A man may commit many hainous and crying 
| Gas, and yet not be guilty of the unpardonable ſin 
- againſt the Holy Ghoſt. A man may be an idolater, 
a whoremonper, a fornicator, a murtherer, and work = © 
"A witchcraft, and ſin with a very high hand; nay, he 
: may live in all manner of filthineſs ane levdneſs, and 
$ yet not be under the guilt of the unpardonable ſin 
A againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Thus we read, 2 Chron. - 
1 xxxili. that Manaſſeh ſinned with a very high hand; 
5 he was an idolater, an inchanter and worked witch- 
craft, and dealt with familiar ſpirits, and wrought 
7 much evil in the ſight of the Lord. And Mary Mag- 
- | dalen had ſeven devils caſt out of her, Luke viii. 2. 
E-! and yet both were pardoned, 5 
1 3. A man may fin preſumptuouſly againſt great 
$3 \ light and knowledge, and yet not commit this fin un- . 
3 | to death : For, Peter when he denied Chriſt, he did ++: 
a it againſt great knowledge of Chriſt, he knew Chriſt | 
3 i to be his Lord and Saviour, he was one of Chriſt's 
% beloved diſciples, and for all that, how ſtrongly he 
denied Chriſt, and that with an oath too; and yet 
by” ah for (/ I 


255 the Holy Ghoſt. © 75. 


for all that, Chriſt looked upon him with a merci- 


ful eye, and he repented and was forgiven. 


4. It is not every malicious ſin that is the unpar- 
donable ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; for St. Paul cer- 
tainly had great malice in his heart, when he went 
on ſo furiouſly to perſecute the church of God, and 
yet he was converted, and became a preacher of the 
goſpel of Chriſt, which before he perſecuted. 

5. And Laſtly, It is not final unbelief, nor final 
impenitence, that is the unpardonable ſin againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt, though ſome be of opinion that it is, 


| his death, Beſides, there are many thouſands that 


4 


beeauſe that ih! is unpardonable, and Chriſt himfelf 


hath ſaid, Mat. xxii. 31. That all manner of ſin and 


blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto man, except it be 
the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, But you are to take 


the words of our Saviour in their true ſenfeand mean- 


ing: it is all manner of ſin and blaſphemy commit- 
ted within the compaſs of a man's life that ſhall be 
forgiven, except the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; 
for the hn of final impenitence and final unbelief, 
is not compleated until the very moment of a man's 
death; and then you know that there is no re- 


pentance, and conſequently no pardon after death; 


for Chriſt ſaid,' He that ſins againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
hath no forgiveneſs, neither in this world, nor in the 
world to come. Now, why ſhould Chriſt ſay in this 


world, if there be no ſpace to be forgiven in this” 


world? but a man may commit the unpardonable 
ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, even many years before 


die in impenitence and unbelief, and are damned, 


and yet never committed the unpardonabie ſin a- 


gainſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


Thus have I ſhewed you negatively, what is not 


this unpardonable ſin ; none of thoſe ſins in parti. 
- cular is that ſin. : 


It. I come now to ſhew you poſitively, what this 


EY ſin unto death is, and wherein this unpardonable ſin. - 


”_ 


ey 


6 . Of the Unpardmable Sin 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt doth conſiſt. Now tere are 


ſeveral opinions in the world about it, but | will en- 


deavour, through God's help, to lead you to the 


plain fight of it by the light of the holy Scriptures. 


Now, in the firſt place; you muſt know, that 


there are two forts of people that cannot commit 


this unp3rconable lin. 

The true be ievers cannot commit it, becaufe it is 
a ſin againſt great light and knowledge. Indeed the 
greateſt part of the world ſhall be damned ; yet a- 
mong the greateſt part, there are bot few of them 


that can commit that unpardonable, fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt. 


Some have both light and grace, theſe ſhall not com- 
mit the unpardonable fin. Again, ſome have neither 


light nor grace, theſe cannot commit that unpardon- 


able fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Now there muſt be 


two ingredients to make up this vnpardonable fin z 


that is, light in the head, and malice in the heart; 

without theſe two, the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt can- 
not be committed; for to {in againſt great light and 
knowledge. is not that ſin; nor yet to ſin ignorantly 


. Without malice, is that fins but they mult both join 


together, to make up thisunpardonable ſin. This we 
ſee plainly by the example of 8t Peter and St. Paul; 
Peter denied Chriſt, and forſware himſelf too, and 
that grievouſly, againſt light and knowledge: for he 
knew Chriſt to be the only begotten Son of God, and 
he knew God in him; he was one of Chriſt's diſcs 
ples, and one of his beloved diſciples too; he was 


taught of Chriſt, and had experimental knowledge 


of bis love and favour, and yet he wickedly with an 
oath denied him. Now if Peter had done this out of 


malice and ſpite, then he had committed that /n 
unto death, for which there is no forgiveneſs; but 


Peter had no malice in his heart all this while, even 
at the time when he denied Chriit, as you may fee. 


in Matth. xxvi. 34, 35. When Chriſt told him, be- 


fore 


- 
* 
* 


again the Holy Ghoſt. Ws 

fore the cock crow thou ſhalt deny me thrice; he 

anſwered, FI. ſhould die-with thee, I will not deny 
thee ; and then denying him through infirmity and 
weakneſs of the fleſh, when he had conſidered what i 
| he had done, he went out and wept bitterly, verſe. 1% 
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5. But Paul had great malice and ſpite againſt the 
ways and people of God, as you may ſee Acts ix. 1, 
5 Paul breathed out threatenings and ſlaughters againſt 
* the diſciples of the Lord, and went to the high 
pirieſt, deſiring of him letters to Damaſcus, to the 
ſynagogues, that if he found any in his way, whe- 
ther men or women, he ſhould bring them bound 
to Jeruſalem. Now here was great rage and malice 
Y in Saul againſt the ways and the people of God: 
but doing it ignorantly, he at laſt heard a voice ſay- | 4 
ing, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? and ſe . 
ing a light from heaven, and hearing it was Jeſus | | | 
| that he perſecuted, he was pricked at the heart, and "i 
tirembling and aſtoniſhed ſaid Lord what wilt thou 1 
buave me to do? Now by theſe two places of fcrip- 
ture you may plainly ſee, that Peter ſinned againſt 
great light, and Paul out of great malice, yet nei- a 
ther of them committed the un pardonable fin againſt 1 21 
the Holy Ghoſt. But whenſoever light and malice | 
meet together in one man, then there is the fin a- 
\ gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, Now, as all other ſins, fo 
is this fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. — * 
1. In thought; that is, when a wicked man, a- 1 
gainſt his clear light and knowledge, doth but con- f 
cCeive a malicious thought or purpoſe towards perſe - 
N cuting the goſpel of Chriſt, or of the ſaints of Chriſt, 
e binder the work of the Holy Ghoſt in them. 
1 This ſin, as is to be thought, was the ſin of the loſt be 
angels, for which cauſe they were loſt without all i 
hopes of pardon. Now ſome diſpute, whether this F 
| ſin was a fin of the thought; but I fay in all likeli- "x 
I hood it was; for the angels being only ſpirits, with- 
aut bodies, and ſo having no uſe of bodily tongues, 
, | | A 4 | it 
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8 ( theU W Sin 


it could net be committed in word, nor yet could 
they commit it in action, becauſe they were caſt out 
of heaven, before they could bring it into practice; 
therefore it muſt be a fin of the thought. 1 


Now the fin was this: their habitation being in 


| the higheſt heavens, and under God himfelf, they 


had exceeding great light and knowledge: they had 


more knowledge than all the men in the world e- 
ver had, and were happy above ail other creatures.z 
but, when not being contented with this eftate, they 


thought to be as high as God himſelf, therefore they 
maliciouſly ſought to make war againſt the Son af 
God, and put him out of his throne; for which cauſe 
they were immediately thruſt out of heaven, never 
ue to ſee the face of mercy; and thus from the 

3 they bave been counted malicious and 
revengeful, as raging beaſis, and as roaring lions: 
thus their ſin being of the ſame nature with the ſin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, they were excluded all 
hopes of pardon. 

But that the ſin of our firſt parents was not the 
unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is clear; 
for though they ſinned againſt great light, yet they 


- obeyed, and complicd with the will of God, even 


when the tempter came, until at laſt they were en- 


ticed and overcome; but they did not fall malici- 


ouſly and fo were not excluded all poſlibility of 
mercy... 

2: This fin may 5 committed in word too; that 
is, when a man ſpeaketh blaſphemouſly and alias 


_ ouſly of Chriſt and his holy ways. This was the ſin 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, Mark iii. 22. There 


were certain Scribes came and ſaid, this fellow hath 


 Beelzebub, and caſteth out devils by the prince of 


devils. i herefore faith Chriſt unto them, ver. 28, 


29. Verily 1 jay unts you, all fins ſhall be forgiven®* 


to the ſons of men, and blaſphemies wherewith they 
ſhall blajpheme ; but whoſoever ſhall blaſpheme 4. 
gain 


gainſt * K ut . 
is in danger of Fi damnation. > 
Now the reaſon of this ſpeech of our bleſſed 6705 
our, is ſhewn in ver. 30. becauſe they (aid, he hath 
an unclean ſpirit ; which plainly ſhews that theſe 
Scribes had ſpoken blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt: as theſe Scribes were great learned men, they 
could know no other but that Chriſt was the Son of 
God, and muſt know that he caſt out devils by the 
Spirit of God, and yet they out of ſpite to Chriſt, 
maliciouſly and blaſpemouſly laid, That he caſt out 
devils by Beelzebuh the prince of devils. Thus the 
Scribes committed the unpardonable fin e the, 
Holy Ghoſt, and that in word. : 

3. This fin may be committed in action too; that 
is, when a man being once thoroughly enlightened, | 
having entered upon a holy courſe of life, and taſted 
the comforts of God's Spirit, and ſome foretaſte of 
the joys of heaven, and not only makes profeſſion of 
the goſpel, but teaches it to others; yet at laſt takes 
a diſlike to the holy courſes, and through ſpite and 
malice utterly forſakes, oppoſes, and perſecutes thoſe 
good ways of God, which he before profeſſed and 
taught. But to ſum up this point, this unpardonable 
{ia againſt the Holy Ghoſt is fully deſcribed by the 
apoſtle to the Hebrews, chap. x. 26, 27, 29. For if 
we ſin wilfully after we have received the knowledge 
| of the truth, there remaineth no mire ſacrifice for 
ft 1, but a fearful looking far of judgment, and fiery 
indignation, which fhall devour the adverſarics. Of 
how much ſorer puniſhmentsſhall be be thought wor- 
thy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of G, 
and counted the blood of the covenant, whorewlth 
be was ſandlified, an unboly thing, and hath done 
deſpite to the Spirit of grace? Likewiſe, Heb. vi. 4, 
5, 6 For it is impoſſible for thoſe who were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the 
Ee word of God, and the powers of the world o 
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10 Of the Unpardonable Sin 
come, if they fall away, to renew them again to re- 
pentance, ſeeing they cruciſy to themſelves afreſh 


the Son of God, and put him to open ſhame. 
Now the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is briefly 
this: it is a wilfal and malicious oppoling the 


| known truth, joined with final apoſtacy. 


I hall a little explain theſe words, and then pro- 
ceed. = * N | | 

1. This fin unto death is an oppoſing ſin ; now to 
oppoſe a thing, is to contradict it, or gainſay it; as 


when a man ſays a thing is ſo and fo, he denies it, 


and ſays it is not ſo; or when a man ſays a thing 
muſt be done, he fays again it mvſt not, or it ſhall 
not be done; ſuch an oppoſition is in the heart of 


him that commits this unpardonable ſin; but a 


man may be an oppoſing raan, and yet may not 


commit this fin : Therefore, 


2. It is the truth he muſt oppoſe: that is, he muſt 
utterly oppoſe and reject Chriſt, who ſaid, I am the 
truth, John xiv. 9. He oppoſeth all his threatenings, 
and will not believe his promiſes, and counts the 
blood of the covenant to be ad unholy thing: nay, 
he alſo oppoſeth the Spirit of Chriſt, who is the Spi- 
rit of truth; fo that he will not obey his motions, 


and will not be led nor guided by him; but a man 


may oppoſe the truth, and do it ignorantly : There- 
Bo... 1 : 
3. It muſt be the known truth that he oppoſeth; 


he muſt be once enlightened : but you muſt know, 


it is not only a rational knowledge, and human 
learning, for he may know much of God, and of 
his will, in the letter of his word, and yet not be 


capable of committing this unpardonable fin: but 
he muſt be fo far enlightened as to ſee the evil that 
is in ſin, and the excellency of Chriſt; he moſt taſte 


of the heavenly giſt, and be made partaker of the 
Holy Ghoſt; and tafte of the good word of God, 


and the powers of the world to come; and by the | 


blood 


„ | 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 


from many fins: he-mult have ſweet communion 
with God in his word and facrament ; he muſt have 
ſome taſte of the love and favour of God, and com- 


forts of his Spirit, and be refreſned by it, and taſte 


of the joys of heaven, and have ſome foreraſte of 
the happinels of the world to come. 

This is that light and knowledge that lays a man 
open to the committing, of that unpardonable fin: 


but yet a man may ſin againſt all this light and ex - 


perimental knowledge, and yet do it through the 
weakneſs of the fleſh, or through ſome violent 


temptations, as Peter. did when he denied Chriſt: 
T herelore, 


4. He muſt oppoſe the known truth wilfally ; he 


mult wilfully fall away; after he hath received the 
knowledge of the truth: other fins are comminted 


through infirmity, but this ſin is wilful, the will is 
the chief actor in it; and to compleat and raake op | 


this vnpardonable Ga, there is, 
5. Malice in the heart ; ; without this, this fin can+ 


not be committed ; it muſt be a malicious oppoſing 


of the known truth; that is, when a man bei 


once enlightened and having taſted of the heavenly 


gift, and the good word of God, and hath been 
made partaker of the Holy Ghoſt, and hath had 


ſome ſweet reliſh and foretaſte of heaven, he comes 
to take adillike, and to hate the holy ways of God, 


and maliciouſly oppole and perſecute them, in deſ- 
pite of the Spirit of grace, crucifying afreſh the Son 
of God, and putting him 10 open ſhame. 


Now a man having gone thus far, he comes in 


the laſt plact to be an apoſtate; for thus to oppoſe 
wilfolly and maliciouſly the known truth, is always 


Joined with final and total apoſtacy :' for he that is 


ſo far enlightened as to ſee the evil of fin, and the 
excellency of Chriſt and holineſs, and hath been 


made 


11 
blood of the covenant, which he counts as an un. 
' holy thing, he is in part ſanRified and cleanſed 
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i2 Of -the Unpardonable Sin 


made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, of his graces and 
comforts, and taſted of God's love and favour in - 
jeſus Chriſt, and has ſome foretaſte of the joys of 


the world to come; for ſuch a one wilfully, ſpite- 


fully, and maliciouſly to fall away, he ſo falls, as ne- 
ver to rife more, It is true, the children of God fall, 
and that ofien, and riſe again: but then they fall 


through weakneſs or infirmity, and not wilfully or 
maliciouſly : but theſe wicked wretches fall wilfully 
and maliciouſly, and ſo fall finally. Againſt ſuch, 
the door of mercy is ever ſhut; concerning ſuch, 
St. Peter ſaid, It had been better for them not to 


have known the way of righteouſneſs, than after- 
they had known it, to turn from the holy command- 


ment delivered unto them; but it happened unto them 
according to the true proverb, The dog is returned 


to his vomit again, and the ſew that was waſhed, to 


her walleuing in the mire, 2 Pet. ii. 21, 22. There 
is a dreadful place. in ſcripture againſt theſe kind of 
apoſtates, that is, Heb. x. 26. For if we ſin wilfully 


aer we have received the knowledge of the truth, 


there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſin, but a 
fear ful looking for of judgment and fiery indignati- 
on. Thus have I given you five ſteps as ſo many 


links in a chain, all which make up the unpardon:+ 
able ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. It is a wilfvl and 


malicious oppoſing of the known truth, joined with 


final apoſtacy. Thus have I ſhewed you, as plain 
- as I can, what this fin unto death is. 


Secondly, The next thing to be conſidered is, 
That all other fins or blaſphemies whatſoever may 
be forgiven ; be our fins ever ſo great and many, 
though we be the vileſt wretches that ever lived, yet 


tere is hope of pardon upon repentance. Manaſſch 
Was the vileſt wretch that ever we read of, yet he 
"Tepented and was pardoned ; alſo Mary Magdalen 


was the chief of ſinners, for out of her came ſeven 


devils, yet, becauſe ſhe loved much, much was for- 


given 
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5 given her. A man may be a whoremonger, an a- 
dulterer, and work witchcraft, and deal with fami- 
har ſpirits, and yet at laſt he may repent and be ſav- a 
ed; and yet I have heard talk of ſome that are fo, : 
| „ 


fooliſh as to take the fin of fornication for an un- E 
pardonable ſin, from God's own words in the : 2 
fourth commandment. the Lord thy God am a jea - 
lous God, viſiting the ſins of the fathers, upon the 
children, unto the third and fourth generation : 
From whence they ſay, that children that are baſe 
born, are not ſaved unto the third and fourth gene- 
ration: But this is a moſt erroneous interpretation 
of God's word: it is thoſe that hate him, and con- 
tinue in hating of him that he will-inflit their ini - 
dAuities upon: for fornicators and adulterers them 
| ſelves may repent and be ſaved, much more the chil- 
dren who knew nothing, nor could help nothing: 
for Chriſt with his own mouth tells the Seribes and 
Phariſees, Mat. xxi, 31. That the publicans and 
p | harlots ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven be - 
. 1 | 1 fore them: For there is no fin but what is pardon» 
| able, except the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. But, 
| _- Thirdly, This fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is a- 
lone the fin unto death; that is, a fin unpardonable, | 
never to be forpiven, neither in this world, nor in 
ihe world to come: not becaule the merits of Chriſt 
, are not ſufficient to pardon it, for this fin, as well 
as other fins, is but finite, whereas the merits. oy 
Chriſt are infinite. - 


Object. What is the reaſon then that this ſon M can-· 
not be forgiven? | 

 Arnfw. This queſtion brings me ts the fourth thing 
conſiderable : Do but mind me a little, and I will, 
eas plain and as cleat as I can, tell you what the tea | I 
ſon is. 1 _”>\| 

0 Tnis fin is called the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, ; 
not becaule it is a ſin againſt the perſon of the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, for ſo is all lin avon his perſon; but it is 
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14 Of 1 the U npardonable Sin 
: 3 called the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, becanſe i it 1s E 


gainſt the office and work of the Holy Ghoſt. Now 
every one of the three Perſons have their particular 


work. The work of the Father is to create; the 


Vork of the Son is to redeem loft ſinners; z and the 
work of the Holy Ghoſt is to enlighten, convince, 


ſanctify, and convert them. Now a man commit» - 


ting this unpardonable fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
rejects all this work of the Spirit. Now for a man 
to be thoroughly enlightened by the Holy Ghoſt, 
that he comes to know the evil of fin, and his loft 
and undone condition without Chriſt, and that 
none but the merits of Chriſt can ſave him; and 


notwithſtanding wilfully and maliciouſly oppoſe 
him, and the work of his Spirit, and refuſe to be 


beholden to him for ſalvation ; now for ſuch a one, 
L fay, to be forgiven, is utterly impoſſible. 
Object. But why igt impoſſible? Nothing is im- 
palſibie with Cod? 
Anſw. Nothing is impoſſible with God, that does 
not imply a contradiction: but that God will for- 


give the fin committed againſt the Holy Ghoſt, im- 


plies a contradiction: For how can he have a par · 
don given him that ny rejects it? As for in- 
ſtance: 

A man through ignorance may deny Chriſt, (nay, 
maliciouſly fall from the profeſſion of the truth into 
all kind of wickednels, as did St. Paul, and the Jews 
that crucified Chriſt) yet not falling againſt light and 
knowledge, there is room for the Holy Ghoſt to 
work upon him, to enlighten him, and to convince 
him of his folly, and ſo make way for converſion. 
But for a man, when he is once enlightened by the 


Holy Ghoſt, and has bad ſome taſte of God's love 


and favaur, and ſome foretaſte of the joys of heaven, 


and then at laſt, utterly oppoſing this illuminating 


work of the Spirit, wilfully and maliciouſly to fall 
_— and ſo 10 r the ef“ s renewing work; 
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alas! then ihe Holy Ghoſt has done, he has nothing 
more then that he can work in him, for this wretich- 
ed creature has utterly rejected him, his enlighten- 


ing work, his convincing work, his ſanctifying 
work; he has utterly rejected Chriſt's pardon, hea- 


ven and all. Now this poor wretch is paſt all hopes 


of mercy, all hopes of pardon ; nay, for ſuch a one 
we are forbidden to pray; as you fee in the verſe 
whereof my text is a part. Now Chriſt prayed for 
them that maliciouſly crucified him, Luke xxiii. 34. 
faying, Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do. Alas! they knew not what they 
were doing, for had they known it, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. li. 8. 
But if they had known, and yet have crucified him, 
Chriſt would not have ſpent his breath to pray for 
them; for it would have been utterly in vain: for 
when a man has committed this unpardorable fin, 
neither the praying in heaven nor earth can do him 
any good; for the text faith, There is 4 fo uuto 


| 1 gdeath. 


I ſhall einde with a few words of application ; 3 
and I will be as ſhort as poſſible, leſt this diſcourſe 
ſhow'd be ioo zarge for fo ſmall a book; here is, 


Fir t, A word of comfort. 
\ Secondly, A word of counſel. 


Firſt, A word of comfort. It may be that by 
| hearing and reading of this terrible diſcourſe, your 
hearts begin to ach for fear that you have commit- 
ted this unpardonable fin: But I think I have fuſe 
ficiently proved to you what it is; and I tell you a- 


gain, that there are but few that can commit it; 


nay, there are millions that are tormented in hell, 


yet never committed this fta ; nay, farther, an ig- 


norant Proteſtant may, through weakneſs, and out 
of a flaviſh fear, nd renounce his pro 
6 f. fhon, 5 


ben, and 0 not commit this e ee ſin 
3 the Holy Ghoſt: For doing it out of igno- 
rance and infirmity, there may be matter left for 
the Holy Ghoſt to work upon, whereby he may yet 
be converted and ſaved. Conſider this alſo, if yon 
i are afraid you have committed it, and with that 
| vou had not committed it, and would not commit 
it if it were to do again, then chat is a true ſign 
you have not committed it. | 

Secandiy, mutt conclude all with a word a 
3 Watch very dilipently ain ft all 8 But a- 
dbope all, take ſpecial heed of thoſe ſins That, OMe N 
near to the fin againſtthe Holy Ghoſt; and "A 
are theſe; hypocriſy, raking only the out WW) £ 8 
 Feſſion of religion, and ſo-diſſembling ane 1 
of God ſinning wilfully apainit conviction of. c . n 
Rs, and againſt great light and xn wedge, Sn 5M 
ning prefurmptuoufly (with an high hand): Theſe 
fins, it Weg none of them are the direct ſin a- | 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, yet they come. very near io 
itz therefore take ſpecial heed of them, left they, 
in time, ſhould bring vou to the E of 
DIY - that unpardenable lin. And, . 
= I : II. Labour to be ſincere in religion, and by a 

3 true faith ængraft your ſelves in Chriſt; for they that 

& >. be in Chriſt, can ever commit rhis unpardonable 

* ſia: For knew ethis, that Wong all the fins com · 
. . mitted by fallen mankind, there is one ſin that is a 

1 = Jn unte death, which is the unpardonable lin a- , 

g inſt the Holy Ghoſt, which, whoſbever commits, -- 


—__- Hath'no forgiveneſs, my x0 . — N in. 
dt ; world io come. 
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